Back to After School Fair

Federal Partners

The following agencies are partnering to help ensure that our Back to After-School Fairs are a success.  These agencies will be able to support your fair by providing handouts and information.  In many cases, they will also be able to provide personnel who can answer program and other questions.

You may already know your local representatives from these agencies.  (You may be the local representative from one of these agencies!)  You should feel free to call those whom you know to invite them to participate in your fair.  You should also not be surprised to get a phone call from agency representatives who have been told about your fair and asked to attend.

We are working to ensure that every fair has as many agency staff – from the field or, in some cases, from Washington –as possible.  If you are especially interested in having a Washington representative from a particular agency speak at your event (because that agency’s core issues are very important in your community) please also email afterschool.gov@gsa.gov.  We will attempt to help match you with someone who can speak on the issues your community cares about.

Agency
Resources Available + Agency Contracts

USDA
· After-school snack and summer food program (a new entitlement of which many providers and families are unaware)

Health and Human Services
· Information and assistance on sighing up for Children’s Health Insurance

· GirlPower handouts

· Many grants (often administered by the state) that support youth development and child care programs

Corporation for National Service
· Americrops volunteers

· Senior Corps volunteers (mostly available through local grantees or through state commissions on national service)

Department of Education
· Many grant programs, including the 21st Century Community Learning Centers

· Curriculum materials and helpful publications, including Safe and Smart and the reading toolkit

General Services Administration
· Building and other physical resources

Department of Transportation
· Information about children’s safety and automobile/highway accidents

· Information on using TANF and other federal funds to pay for children’s afterschool transportation

NASA
· “Mars Millennium Project” (in partnership with ED, NEA, Millennium Council, Getty Trust) – guides for getting children involved in project to imagine and design communities for Mars

· sites/space centers to visit on field trips opportunities to work with researchers as mentors

· science and astrophysics curriculum

Office of National Drug Control Policy
· prevention and education materials: “What Parents Need to Know”

· publications and research on drug use among children and teens

· media campaign

Department of Justice
· information on youth safety, gun violence prevention, and gang prevention

· many grants supporting prevention and intervention projects

Environmental Protection Agency
· curriculum and environmental education materials

· grants for curriculum and program development

National Park Service
· great outdoor activities – programs and places for field trips

Peace Corps
· return volunteers who might mentor/tutor or otherwise work in youth programs

Veteran’s Administration
· volunteer opportunities for students in 17 VA hospitals around the country (students are assigned jobs according to their interests)

Institute of Museum and Library Services
· assistance working and partnering with museums and libraries in your area

Department of Energy
· Over 50 sites around the country, including research labs, which can be field trip destinations and also provide curriculum, science camps etc.

